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Forward



A person might ask, What does Logic, Science, God, And Human Intelligence have to do with one another? I would answer everything, or at least everything if someone is really seeking truth. There of course must be some way that all or at least some of these pieces fit together in our search for truth. Recall that authors such as Confucius and Sun Tzu of about 2500 years ago thought so as well, and also tried to bound their philosophy with logic and knowledge of the day, which we would call their Science.



Long ago, in one of my jobs, I was a Manufacturing Manager for a Division at a Fortune 500 company. I did an odd thing and hired a former stock broker since I felt that Manufacturing dealt with much money. I wondered if we knew much about that business of money. He and I found that the company had accountants and finance people who wrote many reports, that it seemed that no one ever read. We read them. We found among other things that our division was selling the product that was the most expensive to make for the least amount of money. When we told my boss that, he looked visibly shaken, but agreed we could see his boss. His boss was shocked and one could say that the building shook. Were we geniuses? No. We just read the reports that were always there.



I view the earth and humans much the same way. For some time now, scientists and people who believe in logic have been giving us wisdom. It would appear that these reports again are read by few people, since I see not much of this knowledge in every day usage. In this book, I try to do the unthinkable. I try in a simple manner to group together human intelligence and science hopefully into a form most of us can understand. I believe that is something we should do, before the next questions of questioning the possibility of what we humans might think about our pressing social issues, or the possibilities for whether or not there is a Supreme Being. When you get nearer to the back of the book, I give my opinion on theories based on knowledge from the first two sections. You may disagree with me, perhaps most will, and that is more than fine. That gives us something to talk about. But one thing that is important to me in this writing of this book, is that we bring our discussions into the 21st century. Humans know more than we used to know. We should begin with that knowledge, or question it, and not continue discussions that made sense only back when we knew far, far less.



Why a second edition? Of my 5 books I began to see this book as the one where I learned the most in research and in thinking. I decided to then go back and streamline the book a second time, to delete some sections that I thought had too much content and add content where I thought it was needed. I wished to get this book to the point where I also enjoyed reading all sections many times.



I tried hard to begin this book with an open mind. I was surprised at some of the things I learned while doing research, and then using some logic. I believe that I found some things that no one else says. I hope you will find at least some of the things in this book interesting as well. I did. Wishing you the best in life either way.



Ron Plachno




SECTION ONE: Of Human Intelligence



Is there truly intelligent life on earth?



If so, does it include us? You and Me?




Chapter 1: History of Human Intelligence



Of course the subject of this chapter could be argued endlessly to get it perfectly correct, especially since we do not have great information on our human past at this time. However, I do believe that there are several important things we could say about the history of human intelligence and at least get a feel for the journey.



The first item is timing. The universe we are told is 13.7 billion years old, much the subject of later chapters in this book. Earth, however, is perhaps more like only 4.5 billion years old, a more recent planet citizen of our universe. The amount of time that humans have existed is argued for several reasons, the main one of which might be, what do we consider human? But I have seen estimates of the span of humans on the planet earth from 100,000 to more than 300,000 years. As you can see, this is only a small portion of the period of time that earth has existed, and a far smaller portion of the time that the universe has existed.



The next question is what might we consider intelligence? I recently discussed this with a very wise relative of mine who was in charge of a university department that dealt with some such things. As she accurately said, some might consider the usage of fire a great move forward. Well, the animals watching the humans using fire certainly would be impressed since animals do not have those higher level abilities. We might also add the invention of the wheel, the usage of different earth minerals, certainly including metals, the making of pottery or arrowheads, or perhaps even a better process to hunt and or forage for food.



But I will unfairly look for a higher level of civilization at the moment. One that struck me as an early interesting example of civilization was a story of the Scorpion King out of Egypt. Now even this may become confusing since I understand that there was more than one Scorpion King who had lived in Egypt. However, I am referring to the one the History Channel on Cable TV spoke of that was perhaps 3000 BC. The person I am speaking of was said to have invented an alphabet, had united the Northern tribes of the Egypt area, and had also invented the pyramid, even though it was said that the top of his burial pyramid was flat. But this seemed a lot of accomplishments for this persons time, and also one of the earlier written records that impressed me as civilization.



From that period onward, there seemed to be several examples of civilization that at times included Greece, Romans, Egyptians and more. I personally find the Romans quite interesting, even though their civilization seemed an odd mixture of some great achievements and refinements that coexisted perhaps with some barbaric things such as the Roman Coliseum. What were some of the great things the Romans did? Well, the Romans did have a Senate and that Senate also seemed to want the invincible Roman army to stay away from them. A wise move. The metal instruments used for surgery by their medical people I understand are not so different from many of the hand medical tools of our surgeons today. And at least one person claimed to have found a mechanical device that looked like it might have been used like a very minor watered down mechanical computer of its day. And so, early Rome was a mixture of brilliance and some barbaric things. And some other places, certainly including Greece and Egypt were also quite interesting in that they were learning great things at the same time. 



And how could we forget Plato, and Socrates from perhaps 400 B.C.? Even earlier was Homer who wrote the Iliad and the Odyssey in about 800 BC about real wars, it is believed, that were perhaps about 1200 BC. Meanwhile, China was also moving with its own important scholars of Confucius and Sun Tzu, both from about 500 BC. So some humans were showing that they could be very bright, even long ago.



And so, long ago, it would seem to me that some great strides were made towards intelligence and civilization. However, just a few centuries later it seemed that the human race on earth went backwards and entered the Dark Ages where little was learned, and perhaps we lost much learning that we had previously gained. The timing of the Dark Ages themselves is sometimes contested, but some historians consider it the period of time between the fall of the Roman Empire till the Renaissance. That would make it roughly the 6th century through the 14th century. The Renaissance itself was at least in part remembered for Leonardo Da Vinci born 1452, and Michelangelo born 1475. My own opinion is that humans did not move far forward in the Dark Ages even though I am aware some historians are looking for something, most anything even slightly good, to say happened at moments.



As to why the Dark Ages and the lack of human progress, there again would be many opinions. My own which I take from what I myself learned in industry would be that I consider the problem mainly to be one of dictators, the lack of freedom, and the lack of encouraging free thinking. 



Why do I say this based on my time in industry? In a fortune 500 company I rose from what was perhaps the lowest paid engineer to a Vice President. During that time I was given a number of groups. Often when you first take over a group and do not know anyone or their skills, you might operate somewhat as a dictator whether you want to or not. You do that since you have no way at first of knowing whom on the team can accomplish the needed goals. And that has happened to me. But I often found that very little got done when I operated in that manner – and hence I see the same in the Dark Ages. Why does little get done? My opinion, and it is just an opinion, is that it is just one person thinking and no one else is allowed to. That is not going to have much impact, regardless of how much ego a leader has or thinks that they have. I personally found that when you at least created a staff and delegated both responsibility and authority to that staff, that much more got done. And if you allowed a bit of freedom and power to your entire team and congratulated their success then you had even more people thinking and doing and had further success. And so, it is my industry experience that mostly makes me wary of dictatorships and lack of freedom and authority given out. And I do see a corollary in the early rise of the US into a great nation, which I say was mostly based on freedom, free enterprise, and that success was rewarded and honored, and job creators were admired. It was simply … many people thinking … and doing … and accomplishing.



But whatever your belief system about human order, I do think many of us humans consider that not much happened during the Dark Ages. And so we humans had great success from perhaps 3000 BC to 500 AD … and then we stopped or went backwards till the 14th or 15th century. Clearly the brains and imagination of Leonardo Da Vinci, Michelangelo and many others during the renaissance again made human wisdom something to be sought after and admired. And even though I am nothing of a painter, even I have to admire some of the beautiful paintings that I saw in the Louvre in Paris.



And in my own mind, the renaissance forward was the rebirth of not only the arts, but also science, common sense, and learning. And while we can argue whether that path has been fast or slow, it has led to some of the great advances in science and civilization that we see and enjoy in our current day.



More Ancient Ancestors



A recent discovery in South Africa claims to have found a species of Homo that lived perhaps 2 million years ago. But it is just being studied now, and not much seems to be known. It is called Homo naledi, and some bones were found in a cave of perhaps 15 people, some adults, some children or babies. The creatures, whatever they are, seemed to walk erect. Since they were all in a cave that seems to ask the question if these creatures were intelligent enough to be burying their dead in some manner. But little seems to be known at this time, including the definite age of the bones. But of course, interesting. And also, the arguments of What do we consider human, will continue.



LET US RESTART OUR THINKING



Were you born yesterday? What if I considered that a compliment if you and I were? In fact, let us assume that both you and myself were born yesterday. The good news is that we might have fewer bad habits that stop our learning. For a short time here, forget everything that you were taught. But please keep all of your intelligence, your common sense, your logic and your reasoning ability. Now let us pretend that you and I were just born on earth.



As some humorists tell us, We are born naked, cold and crying … and then things get worse. But let us go back to those early days - but this time with our practiced logic and intelligence. We would see that we seem to be on the planet earth. We see some other people who look somewhat like us. We also see plants and animals. We see many good things. But one thing we do not see, are answers to our most obvious questions such as where are we, and how does this all fit together? More on this in later chapters.






SECTION TWO: Science that Adds Knowledge and Non Science



I love science. One of my favorite things to do in my evenings is to watch a show on a Science channel and learn something new. How far has Science gone to add to our human knowledge? And how can we tell if what is called Science is authentic?




Chapter 1: Science – Both Fun and Real



SCIENCE CAN BE FUN



How fast are you traveling right now? You say that you are just sitting still? Or perhaps you are reading this in the back seat of a car thinking you are going 60 miles an hour? What if I said you are traveling at perhaps 1000 miles per hour? Now, this is something that I began to think about recently while waiting for someone. It gave me something interesting to think about. But, 1000 miles per hour? Well, without looking up anything, I had come close in my estimation, which is something you could do as well. I was thinking that the earth rotates every 24 hours, and that means we humans standing or sitting on it are all traveling some speed. What speed is it? Then without my computer, I began considering the distance between time zones in the US. The US has four time zones, and they each seem about 1000 miles apart, or perhaps a bit less. But then again, the US is not at the equator where time zones would be furthest apart. So let us say 1000 miles between time zones as a starting point. Since there are 24 time zones on earth, meaning 24 hours in a day, that would mean that the earth is approximately 24,000 miles in circumference. And so we divide that 24,000 mile distance by 24 hours in order to get the distance moved in just one hour and we get back to the 1000 mile distance we just discussed. This means that if you are on the earth, near the equator, that you are traveling 1000 miles per hour – just due to the speed of rotation. Wow! Later when I arrived home, I looked up the circumference of the earth and read that it was 24,900 miles. That made me smile. It is amazing some days how close a good estimate can be, since I estimated 24,000 miles by just considering time zones. But yes, I could have been further off. I agree. And yes, this is all still an approximation. And yes, a bright person would point out that is only the speed on the equator. If you are North or South on the planet earth, you rotate less and go slower. If you were standing right at the point of rotation, perhaps the real North or South pole, you would not be going any speed at all – due to earths rotation, that is.



But there is more. There is always more. The earth is also going around the sun and does so we understand taking about 365.24 days each year to do it. Note that the 0.24 plus days are somewhat corrected by a leap year every four years. Okay, now, the earth on its journey around the sun I am told is roughly 584 million miles. Wow! Now we are really traveling! Let us divide that by the days and then hours to get our speed. And so:



584 million miles divided by: (365.24 days times 24 hours in a day) gives: 



Close to 67,000 miles per hour!



And you thought that you were just sitting still?



And that is just the beginning of things. Our sun and our earth are part of a solar system that is likely moving in regard to our galaxy, the Milky Way, and that might add another speed. And then our galaxy the Milky Way is likely moving in relation to our Galaxy Cluster Laniakea. And that galaxy cluster may be moving in regard to our universe. And recall that the big bang theory says our universe itself is also moving, and expanding. And so how does all of this add up? I actually do not know. What speed are you really going when you think you are in your easy chair and just sitting? Well, certainly something over 67,000 miles per hour.



So, why is there no sensation? I would instead ask, How do you know that there is not a sensation? Well a few things. First of all, the atmosphere of the earth is moving mostly with us. And so we feel no wind due to this, and we see no trees bending. And so the movement may not be obvious to us. Another issue is that for most of us, we have spent our entire lives on this planet earth and so perhaps we do feel the sensation of speed. We just consider it a normal human feeling. 



Since our senses tell us we are not moving, then why should we trust our senses at all? That indeed might be a good question. One of the people that I admire from our past was Albert Einstein. Now, even when Albert was alive during my lifetime, Albert never called me. But I am guessing that Albert was likely a very bright person of few words. But it does seem to me that when he did speak, perhaps some of us should listen. I will quote Einstein a few times in this book, but let me pick on a quote of his that I find profound. Albert Einstein once said (something like this, likely in German):



Reality is merely an illusion, albeit a very persistent one – Albert Einstein.



Now, if a normal one of us humans said that, we might call that silly or consider it simply philosophy or a curiosity. However, what I seem to be learning about Einstein is that some of the things he said were not casual at all, and I do like to ponder them a bit. What I believe Einstein might have been saying is that we see our world through our senses. And so some things as we discuss above, the great speed we are traveling, our bodies would just call normal and we would not think we are traveling at all. Also in a later chapter we will ask that when we look at objects and see them as solid or touch them as solid, are they? Are they really solid, or is that just what our senses tell us? And that is my latest guess on what Einstein meant by that very small but powerful sentence. We see life through our senses. But we also may have trained our senses. There is probably much going around in the universe around us that we have no idea is even happening.



The above can also be fun. If your significant other says that you together never go anywhere, you could say simply and realistically, that in the last year that both of you had traveled some 584 million miles. How was it? If only the earth was an airline and we received air miles for future free flights from those 584 million miles. I do not even think the earth gave me a bag of peanuts for that flight.



Now, let us go back to the rotation of the earth for a bit. Consider what could happen if not so high above the earth, that the atmosphere stopped. Perhaps then a simple hot air balloon could just go upward a distance, stay still, and let the earth rotate below it. Then the hot air balloon that thinks it is standing still might be going 1000 miles an hour earth distance. Then the balloon could just come down, straight down, a few hours later and have moved several thousand miles – while claiming to have not moved at all. What a concept. Hot air balloons faster than some jet passenger planes that do not even have to move! We just need to determine how to make that work. I feel certain that earth travelers in space have something like this, only in a far more complicated manner.



In 1873, a magnificent writer and perhaps a foreseer of the future, Jules Verne, wrote a book, Around the World in 80 Days about two people who on a bet tried to go around the world quickly. But now you know. You could go around the world in just one day. You could just go up high enough in a hot air balloon, if you could leave the atmosphere, and the world would pass by you below in 24 hours. Amazing to think about things like that. And yes, you would have to take oxygen with you. As well of course as the peanuts.



Had enough? But we are just getting to the fun parts of all of this. I looked up an article from the IOP, Institute of Physics, which also gives some of the same answers above. It does give our speed around our sun at 70,000 miles per hour. But I say, 67,000 …. 70,000 miles per hour, I mean, what is a mere 3000 miles per hour difference among friends? But it gives one more data point. It claims that the speed of our solar system around our galaxy of the Milky Way is 450,000 miles per hour. Another article, by a group called the Astro Society, says that the Milky Way Galaxy in turn is moving at the speed of 1.3 million miles an hour, somewhat in the direction of the constellations of Leo and Virgo. And I would guess that still leaves the speed of our Galaxy Cluster and the speed of the expansion of the universe still to be determined. That assumes that the numbers here are all correct. But amazing. And we thought that we were standing still.



But these very interesting answers can lead to even more questions. I just recently read somewhere that one of our space ships was able to travel at over 24,000 miles per hour in space. Now, a few hours ago, I would have called that fast. But 24,000 miles per hour cannot be an absolute speed, or the rocket ship would never be able to catch up to earth again which goes at least 67,000 miles per hour. Nope. We humans when we give a speed, it never seems to be an absolute speed but a speed relative to another object – that in this case is also moving. And so I feel certain that when scientists say that our space ship goes 24,000 miles per hour they mean in relationship to earth or our solar system. And so, the rocket ship in absolute speed, must be going far faster.



And yes, even I at this point see that things can get complex very quickly. Since everything is moving, and sometimes at huge speeds, it boggles the mind. We like to think of our universe as stable, even though Science tells us something very different. But … amazing. It also gives one a new higher respect for NASA and other space Scientists who try to send rockets out into a universe that is constantly changing position. This gives entirely new meaning to the term, moving target.



Hope some of the above was interesting or fascinating to you. I find it very fascinating.



SCIENCE SHOULD ALSO BE REAL



This subject would seem silly on the surface. Science should always be real. The problem is that some people may call some thought, or some other thought, Science when it is not. Science is the search for truth, and again begins with keeping a totally open mind. That means no biases, no conclusions that you wish instead to be true. And next, Science makes a huge distinction between theories and truth. Something only leaves being a theory and becomes a truth when all portions of it have been proven beyond a shadow of a doubt. And even that is not enough for a truth. Since science is continuous learning, what we believe is true today we may learn tomorrow is not true. And so all things learned must also be revisited and verified to still be true with our current amount of learning.



And so, what the above means is that, Just because someone says something is Science, does not make it so. And it seems common today that a number of people, often on television, who have no Science education or experience will say that this or that, Is proven in Science. And then those same people start to say something that breaks a number of Science rules, and in fact, is just some bias, or other nonsense. One must be careful.



How to tell Science from Science Fiction? Well, some days it could be hard. But first of all we should look to see if the person speaking is speaking in a scientific manner. Do they have an open mind? Are they cautious as a real scientist would be ? Do they seem to have an understanding that future learning could yield a different result? Do they encourage discussion and alternate views as a real scientist would?



If a person who says something is Science and then breaks the above rules by saying something similar to the below example statements, you should be concerned that there is a problem.




	The Discussion is Closed (intimidation, meaning no discussion allowed)

	All Scientists Agree (intimidation, meaning no discussion allowed)

	Almost Everyone Agrees (intimidation, meaning no discussion allowed)

	This is proven Science (intimidation, meaning no discussion allowed)





Any of those four statements above would make me think that the person speaking does not understand Science at all. If Science is the search for truth, and we know that we humans always learn more and more, then why would any discussion ever be closed? It would never be closed to a real scientist or a seeker of truth. There is also body language. I find that the wisest scientists or seekers of truth are often the most soft spoken and humble, since they understand that they could be wrong. On the other hand, a person who knows quite little seems to never know what they do not know and is more often loud and overbearing. 



Some people I think believe that if a person dresses well and speaks in a loud confident voice that they should be believed. On the other hand, I am the most cautious when I see a person speaking or preaching that just looks too good. Confucius thought so also.



Fine words and an insinuating appearance are seldom associated with true virtue. - Confucius (born 551 BC?)



I tend to agree with Confucius. If a person is telling the truth, why would they need intimidation by dressing too well or by speaking loudly? Whom are they trying to convince? Or is it in fact, just more likely that the appearance is a cover-up since they know very well that they are unable to take intelligent questions on the subject they are preaching about? Well, if they say the Discussion is closed, then they likely best know their inability to speak with intelligence on that subject.



WHAT IS SCIENCE ANYWAY?



Science is the Reverse Engineering of our Universe, to understand how elements, forces and all work together to make that Universe. - Ron Plachno



So, what does that mean? Let us start out with reverse engineering. Let us say that we are competitive in industry and that our main competitor just came out with a wonderful device that is selling like crazy. We might wish to come up with a similar but different device, hopefully better, in order to compete. The first step might be to reverse engineer what our competitor has done. We might take the item apart and try to understand the parts and elements that make it up. Then we would try and understand what forces the hardware electronics and software might do to make these parts all work. If we understand the basic mechanisms, we might in fact be able to come out with a competitive product that in fact is also different enough to avoid patent issues. And perhaps our version might even improve on our competitors version.



Once as an engineer at Motorola, I was asked to do a competitive evaluation on a car telephone that a competitor of ours, G. E., was making and selling. While looking at the G. E. product, I was impressed. I did not learn any new techniques. But what I did learn that G. E., like Motorola, was an honest company and that their product not only met their specifications, but exceeded the specifications that they had advertised. And that is what I wrote in my report. Motorola did not change any directions based on that, since I did not see any new technology, or at least none was obvious to me. However the good company evaluation was clearly true. As to a different question later, why did not G. E. compete more with Motorola when Motorola went Cellular? I would give my favorite answer that, I dont know. But my guess is that car telephone was not a field that G. E. wished to get into in a large manner. In other words, it seemed to be choice, rather than ability. But yes, this was an example of reverse engineering. We looked at the parts, the forces of how this product worked. I suspect someone did the same with some of our products. One would hope so, actually. Perhaps, that is the highest form of flattery.



And that is what we in Science are doing to the known universe. We are trying to understand the elements and also the basic forces that make our universe work. We have already learned that the periodic table of the elements that we see on earth, that includes such things as carbon, iron, aluminum and approximately 100 more elements is constant in the universe. What seems to vary are the compounds - the combining of those elements. And then there are the forces. There are four main ones of gravity, electromagnetic force, the strong force and the weak force. And some scientists believe that there are more than four forces at work. And so, when Science puts all of that information together, we arrive at the subjects of Physics, Chemistry, Thermodynamics, Geology, Biology and far, far more.



I, for one, find Science fascinating. I often watch Science shows when I am able to in order to learn more. As to why? I am not certain why. I find it interesting, fun, and I am just very curious how this whole universe works together.






SECTION THREE: The Existence of God?



Some people might consider this a difficult section to read or write. Yet a part of me wonders why that is. Should we not be able to discuss something this important openly with each other and with respect? Well, in spite of words that I may fail at, at times here, this section does not prove whether God or a Supreme Being or Supreme Beings exist at all, nor does it prove that they do not exist. However, what I do believe is that regardless of what each of us believe, we should get our discussions into the 21st century. Much of what I hear as people discuss or even argue with each other on the subject, is that they are not even discussing or arguing the right things.



And yes, during this section, I will likely of course give my theories. You may disagree and are welcome to disagree. Perhaps if we all respect each other, that disagreement could in fact lead to interesting discussions in the future. The point is that at least I find that Science and Logic can only take us so far. After that point, many of us will have a belief system that can take many forms.




Chapter 1: Religions and The Bible



FORWARD



I do find it odd some days that some people seem upset that some other people have belief systems. Everyone in addition to things they are certain of, also seems to believe in something, or perhaps many things. And so the reality would seem that we all have belief systems. A wise person once said something similar to, It is okay for you to have a belief system, but you should have reasons for what you believe. For example, some people believe that there is indeed a Supreme Being or Supreme Beings, and some other people seem certain that these Entities do not exist. I find in life that some people who believe things do have reasons that make sense at least to me, and some people who believe things that do not.



In the previous two sections, I tried to state the facts about human knowledge, science and logic as best as I could, at least as best as I understand them. If they contain an error, it is an accidental one. I personally believe that the search for truth in either Science or Logic begins with an open mind and a high regard for trying to stick to things we can either prove or logically deduce. But beyond this are beliefs and theories. What should they be based on? I am suggesting that a good starting point would be human knowledge, something I tried my best to cover at least a sampling of in the first two sections. I decided that before going into questions of a Supreme Being, or social issues or other, that we established a good starting point for, What is it we humans think we know? Now as you might have seen, some things like gravity are still being questioned. Maybe everything is still being questioned since that is what Science is all about. But we believe from Science that we have an idea of the universe, and the approximate age of things. And Geologists can also tell us some items they believe from earths history by looking at the different layers of earth in some key places. And so, I wished those two first sections of this book to be a stable starting point before going forward.



Beginning in this section, I will try and continue with logic and some science, but I will also render some of my opinions and theories. And so intermixed with logic and science will be those theories, my best beliefs of how things fit together. As for the theories, the beliefs I have, yes you are more than welcome to disagree and have different theories. In fact, that would make future discussions both fun and interesting. But I did want us to have a similar starting point based on science and human knowledge and what we humans think we know before going further. And I will add as I do several places here in this book, that I will respect your theories but also ask that we respect each other.



As for those who might accuse me of just going with an ideology of one kind or another, I would reject that. I do not know of any ideology that thinks of things all in the same way I do, or has mentioned some of the things that I believe that I have found. Oddly, I think at least some of the things I have found are simply logical, and yet I have not heard them, or at least all of them, from others, at least not in the same context. As for me reaching some of the same conclusions that others have reached, in some other cases, starting from different starting points, that should be fine. As I tried to explain, perhaps earlier in this book, my breaking of the Blackjack game using my own written software was done totally with my own thinking. Yet, it should not be a surprise that at least my more obvious answers agree with the obvious answers of some who went before me. Math is math I might say, and thankfully it usually ends up with the same answers to the same questions. As another example, two people could begin walking and sailing in opposite directions of the earth, and yet they very well could end meeting in the same place, on the other side. I consider that fine. But not walking or sailing at all, my analogy to not thinking at all, well, I think is far less interesting, at least to me.



RELIGIONS



In this book, I try to say several places that prejudice towards a group, that I myself call racism, regardless of group type, is always wrong. Not only is it being mean to others, it is mostly always incorrect. Each group can have good and not so good people in it. And combining groups together as a larger group may also be wrong, since each type of group may also be different. And even within each human being, each of us have our good things and our not so good things.



Such is the case with religions. I sometimes hear from people that seem to group all religions in the same category and say that they are all the same. And then they say that they are all good, or that they are all violent, or that they all instead are peaceful, or that they are all something. I take exception of course. Now, I am certainly not an expert on each of the worlds past and current religions, but there are at least some categories of different thought. It would seem to me that most religions share a belief that there are more than humans, and that there is a Supreme Being or Supreme Beings. But after that point, they may differ widely. I will avoid names of most specific religions since that could easily lead to errors on my part.



Religions That Do Not Believe In The Afterlife



There seem to be many religions that do not have really a belief in the afterlife. Some of these are the more ancient religions but may even include some of todays belief systems as well. These religions seem to recognize that there might in fact be a Supreme Being, but then just believe a different relationship between humans and that Supreme Being. Some of those religions believe that one must appease the gods by doing certain things, such as incense, or statues, or sacrifices, or in some extreme cases, human sacrifices. Now the point of all of that appeasement is not for an afterlife, but instead to appease the gods such that people on earth may have better weather, and, or, happier days. An example of this would seem to be Easter Island (Rapa Nui). While we do not know everything about Easter Island, it would seem that they would fashion giant stone heads, likely to appease their gods. The idea would seem to be for better rainfall, or crops, or simply a better life.



The Reincarnation Religions



There are a few religions that seem to believe that there is a judgment at death, a sort of Karma, that determines how that human is to live again. If they did well, maybe they become reincarnated as a human again. If their life was not as good, perhaps they are reincarnated as a lower earth species as an animal. If they did very well in their life, they might even move onto an energy or other state. Now I again state that I am not an expert in this kind of thinking.



Religions With A Belief In An Afterlife



Several Religions, including Christianity, believe in an afterlife, where what we do on earth brings reward or possible punishment in the next life. Some religions are a partial version of this, where some of the better Anglo Saxon warriors might end up in a type of heaven, and some will not.



Are Religions All Dangerous? Or All Peaceful?



Again there is a mixture, and I also feel that it would be very wrong to claim that all are the same in most any regard. I only claim to know a bit about Christianity. Of that religion, I can claim that what I was taught is that it is wrong to steal or to kill, or really, to harm others. There are some exceptions for killing if defending family, country, or good others, or self, but not many exceptions. And so, I would say that at its core, that Christianity is meant to be a religion of peace. And yes, of course, not all Christians are good people, and not all Christians are intelligent people who make the right decisions. There are other religions that I believe are also religions of peace.



BIBLE RECORDS



We should perhaps start at the beginning of Jewish and Christian Religions (First Testament of the Bible for Christians, Tanach? for Jewish people). Is the Bible accurate? I would think "somewhat" might be the best answer. I do believe that to a large extent, the bible is a historical record. However, since the information was transferred by us flawed humans, it will have some of our human problems. And those human problems would include at least the following difficulties. Some of it will be right, some of it wrong, and some will have the "Hollywood Effect." And what do I mean by the "Hollywood Effect?" By that I mean that perhaps over time, just like Hollywood would do, perhaps Goliath got larger and David and his slingshot became smaller. Have you never told a story, but then felt it was not exciting enough, and therefore made it more exciting? Perhaps that could be a normal human weakness that most of us do. Certainly in the US, our Hollywood does it all of the time. If Hollywood did not make things more interesting, perhaps we would not watch movies and other television at all.



Just to digress a bit, whether or not everything in the Bible happened exactly the way it says it happened, I still believe there are many worthwhile stories in there. I say that since I see some of those same lessons in our modern day. For example Cain and Abel. We likely do know of an "Abel" who worked hard and did well, and of a "Cain" who did not. And we also likely know that in some cases that Cain might kill Abel and then take Abel's things. That is perhaps at least what some of our modern day prisons are about. And so, whether or not it all happened, some I believe would still be valuable stories.



There is a story that one Jewish Rabbi when asked about the Bible (He perhaps used a different word of course) said simply that whatever is bad for you, do not do to others. The Rabbi said that was the essence, and the rest of the writing was commentary. That simple statement might actually capture how some Christians and some Jewish people view the Bible. As a Catholic, I find that many Catholics do not stress the Bible and in fact might more stress the 10 commandments, or the Rabbi statement above about the essence is being good to others.



Does the Bible disprove Evolution or how old the Earth is?



No is the quick answer. In this book we will discuss Evolution, the Bible, God, Science, Logic and the Universe as separate subjects but also point out where I believe that they do influence each other. While they influence each other at times, and we will try to show where I believe they do modify each other, the influence is only at times. And so, for the most part, those are different subjects.



Let me first take the idea that the earth was made in 7 days. There are multiple problems with that simplicity. And no, I am not calling a Supreme Being a liar since that could be dangerous for my well being. But we need to understand that the term "day" can have many different meanings - depending on the person measuring it and where they are standing when they measure it.



We consider a day to be one revolution of the earth on its axis. We say that the Sun rises and the Sun sets, but the Sun is far lazier than that, and it is really the earth rotating that makes us think those things. One problem is that the rotation of the earth in time has changed since the earth first existed. It is believed that perhaps 4.5 billion years ago a planet, Theia, the size of Mars smashed into Earth, and joined with earth. However, some shrapnel from the crash went into space and eventually joined together and became the moon of the earth. When that happened, the earth's rotation slowed down, due to the effect of its new moon, and I also hear that made life more possible on earth. However, "different" is the key word. How long a "Day" on the planet earth was, became "different," perhaps four times longer of a day.



The next logic issue is if a "day" is described by standing on earth, how could someone, even a Supreme Being, be standing on earth before it was made? They would likely be standing somewhere else, where the word "Day" would have a totally different meaning than its meaning on the planet earth. And so, when you put these thoughts together, I would not get disturbed about how long a "Day" is. It could have huge differences in meaning. Now, as I might cover later, you might think I am arguing that a day could be longer. Not necessarily. There are some cases where a day as described by a Supreme Being might be in fact much shorter than the current earth day.



And then, if we talk about creation, are we talking about the earth? our solar system? or the whole universe? Yes, this whole subject gets complex very, very quickly. And if we are talking about the whole universe, the term "Day" now can mean most anything.



The other issue, and we will revisit this again, is if a Supreme Being exists and then tries to explain the creation of the earth to an earth person, well, right there we have another serious problem. And that problem is communications. In the early days of earth, people knew far less about science and the universe than they do even today. And so, if we assume a Supreme Being is quite smart, and yet the humans that a Supreme Being would be talking to know next to nothing, conversation would be most difficult. And so a Supreme Being would have a very difficult time, and might use expressions and analogies to at least give an idea of the sequence. Think about you and your pet dog. Think about how you might explain to your dog what happened at work today? Do you see the problem? You would likely have to speak of things in which your dog had no knowledge or experience. If your dog took notes, how accurate would those notes be later? When creatures of very different intelligence levels try to communicate, there will be problems.



As another example of this communication issue, scientists on our earth keep looking for sent messages from aliens in space. But our scientists even today, know that would be very problematic. For example, we like to communicate using radio waves at different frequencies, which is one media that some in science are searching for alien messages. But some scientists think that radio waves may be difficult and low quality going across a universe and have many issues. A superior alien culture, some scientists think, may even send information by particles, and some of them quite tiny. Or perhaps there is even a better method that we know nothing about today. So again, there are very difficult communication issues when dealing at different intelligence levels. For aliens, we do not even know how they might communicate. They might be in fact trying to send us messages right now.



And so, my suggestion is, do not get extreme on the idea of days and how long before the universe and the earth were made. The whole idea of that would be problematic for several reasons in logic and science - depending on the individual and where they are standing when they try to relay that information to humans. And more problematic, the term "days" may be just a term to try and reach some understanding with an earth creature who knows far less. One way perhaps to view this, is that we should not be egotistical and think about what a Supreme Being might even call a "day" in their own terms. Why would we even think that the term "day" to a Supreme Being would have anything to do with our idea of a "day?



WHAT ABOUT NOAH'S ARK?



First of all, there are many historical records of great floods, and not just the bible, but also within other sources that no one would consider religious records. And so please allow me to guess that at least one great flood happened, and likely more. And it would not at all be farfetched that someone would build a ship to remain alive. As to whether or not there would be animals on it, I just do not know. Certainly animals existed in abundance 5,000 or 10,000 years ago, and in fact, were not that much different than the ones of today.



There are several claims that something like the ark, and in fact something very similar size to what was quoted in the Bible, was found near Mount Ararat in Turkey. While some people indicate that they have found some evidence of "something," given the passage of time it would be very difficult to tell if this was "the Ark" of the Bible. I just do not know. Some other reports seem to say that there is no ark on Mount Ararat. I have not been there myself.



However, I again would believe there was indeed a large flood, and perhaps several of them, and so I would believe at least part of the story was valid if not more of it. However, another problem recall is that world news 5,000 years ago was simply awful. What that means is that a great flood in one area might just be that area, and a great flood, say, near the writer Plato, could very well be a different flood. I would believe a number of floods have happened in the history of the earth, and that some were local. Some scientists seem to believe that total flooding of the earth, if it happened, would have been long ago in earths history and not within the last 10,000 years. That would seem to indicate something more local, if they are correct. Recall, also, that I believe that no one on earth seemed to know that the earth was round at the time, which also complicates knowing a local flood from a world flood.



Another possibility for the location of Noahs Ark I just heard recently. I understand that some scientists are looking for evidence of the flood that these historic records, including the Bible, speak of. Some scientists have found something that could certainly look like a giant flood near the Black Sea. Recent looks at the Black Sea seem to show that at one time it was much smaller and also was fresh water. But these scientists believe about 7000 (or more?) years ago, that ice from the last ice age began to melt causing oceans to become higher, and then also, of course, then the Mediterranean Sea to rise. This huge amount of water would seem to have gone over the isthmus and deepened it and filled the Black Sea with sea water. Since the Black Sea today is, I understand, 730 miles across, this could certainly seem to many people of that time like a world flood. Could this ice melting period of huge water also be what the Bible and other records reported? Of course it is impossible to tell at this time. But this could give another location for the Ark, if someone wished to look for it.



WHAT ABOUT JEWISH PEOPLE IN EGYPT?



I have seen several attempts that look back into the times of the Jewish people trying to leave Egypt. And I have seen several accounts of what could have happened. Some of the science studies say that things at that time could have happened even naturally, such as the locusts or the red water. What they are saying is that some things that people believe were done by God, could have even happened naturally, with or without the help of a Supreme Being.



Now what I just said in the above paragraph, the difficulty of telling a natural happening from a miracle is not that far fetched of a problem. Mother Teresa of Calcutta who helped many in India is being considered for sainthood by the Catholic Church. I understand that she also received a Nobel Peace Prize in 1979. Good for her. To become a saint, you have to have two miracles associated with you. That was when I learned that the Vatican has a group that tries to tell if something seems like a natural phenomenon or if it does not seem natural and could be a miracle. Now, I feel certain that what I just said can raise a whole world of comments. But my main point is this … even the Vatican of the Catholic Church thinks it is not easy to tell a naturally occurring item from a miracle. It should at least please those who question miracles, the fact that the Catholic Church questions miracles as well.



As for my opinion, I do not know everything that happened in Biblical Egypt. However, given the Bible and some science information, I do think something happened there that could have some similarities to the Bible. What was natural and what could have been done by a Supreme Being, once again, I have to say that I do not know. But I will fall back on the idea that I think at least some of this was a historical record, and perhaps the writers would not even have any way of knowing a natural phenomenon from something that would require a Supreme Being.



DOES THE BIBLE DISPROVE EVOLUTION?



I have seen some people make that claim on the internet. I would absolutely stay away from that one for some of the reasons stated above. Some people say the finding of Noah's Ark near Mt. Ararat disproves evolution. From a logic or science standpoint, I see zero connection there. Basically, whether or not there was a giant flood about 5,000 years ago, and there well could have been, it would have zero to do with the timing or history of the universe or the development of plants and animals and humans. In short, I do not even see any possible connection. 



Basically at least parts of evolution can certainly be true and much of the Noah's Ark story could most certainly be true, and those two may have no relationship at all.



SO, THEN, THE BIBLE IS FICTION?



I certainly would not say that either. I do believe that much of it likely is a historical document. And in addition, whether or not things happened precisely as they are written in the Bible, I do believe that even as a standalone text on human morality and ethics it would be a good teacher.



But I would avoid taking literally the number of days for the beginnings of earth and the universe since that is quite problematic in so many ways. And I certainly would not say that the Bible disproves anything about evolution or universe timing.



However, if we do take things separately and not in some extreme literal sense, could all of the above exist in harmony, somehow, some way, for logic, science and a belief in God, and each be correct in total or at some level? And that ... is the fun subject of the rest of this book section.






EPILOGUE: ABOUT THE AUTHOR



The author of this book, Ronald J. Plachno, was born in Chicago, Illinois in 1945, the middle of three sons. He was born of parents who were never rich or even that well off, but who believed their children should receive a college education as well as other education in music and more. His father, Joseph Plachno, was a tool and die maker and his mother Mary (sometimes called Marie) often worked long hours to help their family, while encouraging ethics and also continuous learning. It was a great family for a child to grow up within. Later, Ron was also quite fortunate to have a wonderful family with lovely wife Valerie and two great sons Kenneth and Gregory, who now each have families of their own.
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Ron graduated with a Bachelors Degree in Electrical Engineering from IIT in Chicago, and took 6 graduate courses at the University of Illinois. Beginning as a low level engineer, Ron over time had success in engineering and then leadership and became a VP at the Fortune 500 Motorola Corporation and later a Sr. VP at Novatel Wireless, a technology startup company in California. Ron was also listed at one time in the "Who's Who of America." At times he was considered a problem solver and at one point was asked to move himself and his family to England for three years to help a Motorola Division, $1 billion dollar a year in sales, that was in trouble. He has since founded a few small companies, and has 19 Copyrights with the US Library of Congress.
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