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DEDICATION



This book is dedicated to all of the Free Thinkers of the World who wish to be students for life, and learn more each day of their lives. They are the people who try for wisdom and who at the same time, are simply the most fun and educational people to talk to.



CONTEXT, DISCLAIMER and CAUTION

 

“Truth is not an opinion. It is also neither racist nor political. It is just the truth. Unless seeking truth, a person is unlikely to ever know wisdom nor true fairness to others.” – Ron Plachno

This book seeks truth and ideas on how to gain wisdom from truth. As such myself, the author, tried to have an open mind and avoid any biases along the way. Can some of the examples be in error? Yes. The examples here in this book should be considered perhaps just a logical starting point for others who might wish to know more. Many examples in this book have as their basis the writings or statements of others. At times, the news we are offered may be totally different depending on what information source that we are listening to. If the news differs totally, then they cannot each be completely correct. There is even some chance that none of the news sources are totally correct. And for that reason, the examples in this book, based on the best knowledge I could find, could be in error. And the reader is advised to consider those examples as possible starting points for their own research if they have continued interest.

And for those seeking truth and wisdom, I indeed wish you the very best always on your quest.

– Ron Plachno



FORWARD



“Where all think alike, no one thinks very much.” – Walter Lippmann

I knew there was a problem the day that I saw our household pets crying in front of our TV set, saying "Why? Why would anyone believe this stuff?" Oh wait - that was me crying instead of my household pets.

We live in a world where we are told that the best mind in Science is a youngster who does not have a Science degree nor real experience in the field. We are told that the best economic advisors for the US are several people who never worked much in industry and did not do well at it. We are told that we should vote for people because of how they were born, race and gender, which was none of their doing. I am confused to say the least.

We seem to be surrounded by "geniuses" all of whom say that they are wiser than us. Some of the talking heads even say we should not vote since we are not smart enough. Instead I say, "Rumors of my stupidity have been highly exaggerated."

The first thing that a wise person learns is how little they know. It is then easy to estimate that human knowledge is just at its very start. Much of what we call learning has been in the last hundreds, or at least thousands of years. To a universe that is more than 13 billion years old, that is like the last few seconds of universe time. Therefore the human race still only knows a small portion of that which they could possibly learn. So we can never know everything. But if we become students for life, trusting the thinking power of our brains more than the TV, we can learn much. And soon we will pass up the geniuses on brightness. Why? You see? They think they know everything already, so they no longer listen nor learn, making them easy to pass up in knowledge and intelligence.

“If we assume we've arrived: we stop searching, we stop developing.“ – Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell



– Ron Plachno


SECTION 1: PROBLEMS WE ENCOUNTER



“Common Sense is Not So Common” 

- Voltaire (François-Marie Arouet. French 1694-1778)


Chapter 1: Who are We?



“Illusion is the First of all Pleasures” – Voltaire

Who are we? That would seem to be a simple and a silly question. Of course we know who we are. Or do we? It took me a long time to determine who I was. In fact, it took me most of my life. We humans sometimes get caught up in our jobs and other responsibilities and then may neglect to answer some of the most basic questions of life.

Are you a person who prefers reality or a person who prefers fantasy? That also might appear to be a silly question, or perhaps one that sounds like a mean question to ask. But I am not trying to be mean at all. It is just a question. Many people prefer fantasy, and even I can see the logic in that preference. In fantasy, we can be the heroes or heroines of our own life story. We can believe perhaps that we never really made a mistake. We can believe that even at any age we now know most things and are wise in many fields – just like those intelligent seeming people on TV. And we might believe that the leaders or commentators that we admire are always giving us great advice, and that they are very wise, and we should believe and do what they say. In fact this approach to preferring fantasy might in fact be the easiest way to go through life. We also would likely get along with the most people.

However, if one seeks common sense or logic that desire would only make sense if a person was interested in living in reality. By the way, before I proceed on this thought, I want to make clear that at least myself as the author use the terms logic and common sense to mean the same exact thing. I see “Logic” as the school education course on the subject, while “Common Sense” is the term we humans most often use in conversation. But for my tastes, they are much the same.

But getting back to reality, and also the subject of reality, reality is much more harsh than fantasy. Reality sometimes tells us that what some humans did in our world was not good at all. And it might tell us that we ourselves made mistakes, and we might then regret them, or even wince when we recall them. And it might tell us that unless we make some great discovery, we might never be known after we pass away. Sometimes when I am asked who I am, I might answer that, “I am an insignificant life form on an insignificant planet.” Now some people may think that I am being depressed when I say such things, but not at all. Some days I think I might be one of the few humans who actually knows who they are. Well, let me help a bit here. What I just said defines a starting point. Yes, that is where we start. But if we learn and share, we can become something more. If we love others and receive some love in return, then we are something more. If we help others, then the world is better off because we were here. Yes, the starting point is not the ending point. The ending point is what we make of ourselves. And if we seek wisdom, well, I am often amazed how wise and intelligent humans can become, if they wish to. And of course Religion can lead to more, if one chooses that belief.

Why Seek Common Sense and Reality?

There was a somewhat popular US Movie called, “A Few Good Men.” A part of that movie that many of us remember is when US Service Man Tom Cruise tells fellow US Service Man Jack Nicholson that he, Tom, “Wants the Truth!” Jack Nicholson famously replies, “You Cannot Handle the Truth!”

And so, why do some of us remember that famous exchange? And why is it so easy to find it by looking it up on the internet? Well, that means that our common sense system is already working to an extent, and that is good news. When many of us hear the phrase, “You cannot handle the truth” we remember it since we believe that there is indeed also some valuable truth in that statement. Yes, like many things we remember, we tend to remember the things we believe may indeed be true and might be helpful to us later. Consider what we might do if instead Tom Cruise had said that he wants the truth, and Jack Nicholson instead replied, “I cannot give you the truth, since I am an encelpholopoide from the planet Zargon.” Would we have remembered that as well? I would guess, “Not likely” since our minds would reject that as not likely being true. If there was a planet Zargon that humans had gone to, we would likely have heard about it by now. And so we consider that as a silly comment – not worth us remembering. Unless we had a reason, such as humor, to remember this second possible line, we would likely not remember it at all.

But this whole sequence here shows how common sense works within us. We listen to everything, or at least as much as we wish to. Then we take the information we hear or read inside ourselves to determine if we believe it is true or not. We use common sense for that determination … our knowledge of the rest of the world and whether or not this information fits within it. If it seems real to us, and this new puzzle piece fits neatly within the puzzle pieces we now already have stored in our brains, we might retain this new memory of, “Some people cannot handle the truth.”

What is Important to Us?

This was one part of me that took myself a long time to understand. I traveled a lot for my company. One of the places that I visited was a beautiful country that seemed to have everything, it seemed, except freedom. It was run by a dictator. I was a bit torn. Should I judge things by all the beautiful things that I saw? Or should I be upset that people were being given perhaps everything but real freedom? Even on the second day, I wanted to leave. I learned that freedom was indeed very important to me. I had not really known that before. Perhaps we all have to be in a situation where things matter, before we find out what is important to us.

In learning of my love for freedom, I next realized that I wish freedom for all others as well. I belong to no political party. But if I were to describe what values I hold dear, I of course would say freedom. And that translates to me being somewhat of a social libertarian but also a financial conservative. I also believe many Americans really fall into that same non political party category. When I say social libertarian, I mean that I believe all humans are indeed born equal. And that means that they should have the right to do whatever they wish as long as they do not harm others. By financial conservative, I mean that we each, if able, should try and pay our way and not rely upon slaves, force, or governments to force others to do our share of work for us. And yes, I realize for a number of reasons, not all of us can work. I am getting a wee old myself.

But back to “social libertarian.” At first that might sound easy, and it did to me also. But then what about really testing it? When I first heard about gay marriage, I was a bit torn. But then after thinking about freedom, I asked myself how would I get hurt if gay people want to get married? I decided I did not get hurt at all. And yet it seems to make them happy. Well, then, that should be a freedom. How about if people do things that damage themselves like drugs, or more? Does another person have the right to intervene? Well, if the drunk or drugged person does not drive nor risk our lives or health, perhaps that is also a personal freedom decision, as much as we might want to rush in and help them. Do they not get a choice as to how to live their lives? Yes, drugs can kill. But does not parachute jumping also include risks? Car racing? Professional Sports? All of these items could contain risks. Where does one draw the line? Well, a social libertarian draws the line at … “If it does not harm others, then it is a personal freedom choice.” Note that nowhere in here, did I claim that being a social libertarian is easy. What about suicide? See? Not easy decisions. But if we are serious that all people are born free, and no one has the right to control another, then as long as a person does not harm another themselves, then it would be part of freedom.

Do the rest of us have any obligation at all?

Well, even though I believe individuals should have the freedom to determine their own lives, the rest of us, if we have good knowledge, perhaps should warn them of the dangers of their choices. For example, if a person parachutes, we would think they would know the danger that their parachute may not open perfectly. But in drugs, do they know of potential harm? At some point, we might feel, and rightfully so, that we have the obligation to tell them the risks. And if they decide to do it anyway, well, then they have made the choice.

Once on a family vacation in Cancun, Mexico, we were thinking of renting wave runners, sort of a one person power boat for each of us for fun in their bay. The people who rented them were very upfront about the dangers. We had asked if there were alligators in the water. We were told, “Si Alligators. But they mostly just come out in the morning and sun on our docks. I would be more afraid of the barracuda, Senor, and not wear anything shiny.” Anyway, the warning went something like that. We nodded, and myself and my two sons still rented wave runners, separate ones, and went out for fun. We knew the risks. All was fine. I admit that at least on mine, I would slow down when turning around at the end of each trip, so as to reduce the chance of being thrown off. Yes, all three of us survived. I did notice at the end of this, that one of the people renting things then went out on a Jet Ski with less protection and the vehicle was even more in the water. That person was missing a finger. Yes, a bit of a rude awakening. We can all tempt fate a little bit it seems, but too often may be too often.

Open Minded

I believe that a person can only be really good at seeking truth and wisdom if they are open minded. Now, I would think that most people believe that they are open minded, but I really find few people who truly are in fact very open minded. Perhaps none of us are. Perhaps there is always some wall, some issue, we will not cross in search of truth.

I believe I am fairly open minded and I often find that many others who believe that they are open minded are less so than myself. And why? I work at it. I work at being open minded a lot, and often scold myself if I fail at it. My thinking on all this began with my respect for Albert Einstein. Einstein seemed to be a very bright person, brighter than perhaps the rest of us. How did he get that way? Now Albert himself a few times in his life seemed to claim that he was not bright at all, but often struggled to understand things. Perhaps that is not so different from our own struggles with trying to become brighter. In reading much about Einstein I decided that he was his own person, not given it seems to politics or ideologies. For example, he at times claimed to be religious, but not so much any of the normal religions. It was more the religion that he believed as he looked out into the stars. But all, in all, I think Einstein was half right when he said he was not born a genius. I believe that he was born with much logical, common sense, and mental talent. However, I believe that perhaps his real greatness was that, “He learned how to learn.” Yes, he learned how to learn, and after that point was able to grow greatly in intellect. And if he did that, could we not also? Perhaps we will never become the mental giant he was, but we can at least improve. And that is my quest. And perhaps, that is the real point of this book.

I believe that what Einstein did is that he listened to all the knowledge that he could. He seemed quite open minded in that regard and let no ideology block his ability to learn. And then he learned to sort things in his mind to find the truth in the puzzle pieces that he heard or read about. And as he thought of all of these things with an open mind, he found logic leading to understanding the universe around him better than had been seen before his time. He was not only figuring out the truth in his own surroundings, but using logic based on those truths to discover things that had never been thought of before.

Does this seem astounding? While I would never consider myself anywhere near the same class as Einstein, I try to learn from him, and therefore also wish to “Learn how to learn.” And I find that step one of that is an open mind to not block information from being examined. I decided to write my book 5 based on this kind of thinking. I was going to start thinking about world knowledge, and “Logic, Science, God and Human Intelligence” was the name of that book. When I began that book, I decided that I would not decide where it would take me. I just looked at current knowledge and then I used logic and learned much. I believe I found some things in the writing of that book that no one had ever said before. Now again, I am nowhere near the league of Einstein. But I begin to see how his “system” may work. If you have truly an open mind, and then learn how to sort the valid information from the non-information using logical thinking and valid history, you can learn much truth. And then, using logic, you may be able to extend from there into some very interesting thinking of your own.

Who are we?

Back to that question. Each of us has to find out who we are. What are our values, and what are we good at and what do we not like and what should we seek out and what should we avoid? Perhaps those are the most difficult questions for us to decide. If we decide to seek wisdom and therefore grow in common sense and logic, well, I for one would advise that would be a personal goal. I find it great to understand the world better. However, do not expect others to beat a path to your door and like you more since you are wiser. Their goal may, instead, be fantasy, which is far kinder, as we have said.





End of the first chapter, and end of the book excerpts. If interested in the full ebook, it is low priced and therefore this excerpt might for you, just be the beginning.

–  Ron Plachno
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